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GREAT NEWS  !!!!! --- From 16TH January 2012 we have become a UK registered charity


What are the advantages of having such a charity?

· Of course one clear advantage as a UK charity we can claim gift aid on donations form those  who are UK tax payers 

· The charity has its own Bank account in London. Money donated for a particular purpose will be transferred by cash transfer direct to the charity bank account in Sierra Leone and when agreed with the trustees available for the identified signatories to use it for agreed projects –an  efficient and transparent route. Because the trustees are committed to observing the rules of the charity commission  there will  be a water tight accounting process.

· Wider publicity will mean the ability to attract donors outside the Methodist Church

The needs are immense;

It is estimated that it costs more than £30.000.00 a year to keep the hospital going and the hospital depends to a large extent on patients fees within in an area of great poverty. The staff have little opportunity for in service training and their wages are very small; as yet the    DFID grant for free treatment for children and pregnant mothers has not been allocated to Nixon Hospital. There is a desperate need for good medical leadership. However there has been some progress in recent months ---

1. Training –  John Saffa, hospital manager, is booked on a course in business management at the Ghana Institution of management and  public administration (Financed through monies donated to F of N ) 

2. Medical staffing – a VSO doctor and nurse from the Philippines arrived in October and are  working hard. We are told that through a grant from World Church the post of Medical Superintendent has been advertised and interviews will take place soon

3. Infrastructure --- solar panels are in place for all the wards, the Lab and the theatre; most of the hospital has running water, the number of patients is increasing.

4. The main theatre is largely restored and will be in use very soon but still needs equipment.

However in spite of these signs of progress the needs of the community of around 30,000 people are immense – a community in which 1 in 5 children die before they are 5 years old.

The trustees are preparing fund raising material – a single sheet is attached.

A donation form including standing order and gift aid is attached 

Some of the trustees will be happy to speak at meetings/ services. 
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Thank you for your support and generosity.

FRIENDS OF NIXON


(Memorial Hospital, Segbwema, Sierra Leone)





Charity Number 1145455





NEWSLETTER MARCH 2012





“Friends of Nixon” Notting Hill Methodist Church 240, Lancaster Road London W11 4AH Donations “For the attention of R. Dixon”  Information “For the attention of Dr. M. Groves”








The trustees have been meeting for some months to think through how the charity will work. We met at the end of January to agree fund raising and grant making policies. 


How Do We See the Charity Working?


It has been made clear that the role of the charity cannot be to fund “core costs” i.e. salaries, recurrent drug costs and diesel. 





Applications would be sent to the trust from the hospital manager, after consultation with senior staff. When supplied with detailed information and providing the application meets with the trusts fund raising criteria it would hope to be able to respond. 





What type of application would be considered? – 


all forms of transport;  


equipment, e.g. for the operating theatre; laboratory, maternity department, children’s ward.  


essential  training  for up dating staff and for staff  running essential services, also to teach on the concept of providing an effective community health service; The charity is already fortunate to have established links with other enabling agencies --- PRIME-international; Community Global Care ; Sierra Leone Health Professionals Abroad ; The Kings Fund Global Care; Riders for Health.org. 


completing the water supply service and other infrastructure. 


the trust would set up a “contingency  fund” for situations of extreme need and urgency  


 “pump priming projects”


we are particularly concerned to enhance the community and development work –this is THE major way of reducing illness particularly among children i.e. a scheme that works in the villages as well as the hospital which we hope will develop as an effective community hospital 





Our Trustees


Chairman the Revd Colin Rowe   





Secretary Dr.  Mary C.P.  Groves  (Colin and I have agreed to take these roles for a limited time to see the charity “off the ground” but age will limit that commitment!)





Treasurer Robert Dixon (was “Bob” when in SL but prefers “Rob “or “Robert”)





Joyce Oshu- Williams who has worked extensively in Sierra Leone on community development 





Sarjoh Aziz Kamara an indigene of Segbwema , London,  born at the  hospital and now working for the UN in Liberia but previously in London 





Dr. Sylvester Yankuba  Head of medical physics at Northwick Park Hospital and founder with his wife Helen of the charity “Poverty Relief, Sierra Leone” 





Elizabeth Conteh a senior nurse in London and also born at Nixon and the founder of the charity “Sierra Leone Health Professionals Abroad “





Dr. Robert Burnie , recently qualified as a doctor and one of the  student group from Cardiff Medical School who carried out an assessment of the hospital in 2009.





Dr .John Cochrane who has overseen the re-development of the community health programme from the hospital in recent years and has worked on the staff in years gone by.





William Hobson, worked at Wesley School, Segbwema as a VSO years ago and now acts as a trustee and overseer of the Poverty Relief programme run by Sylvester Yankuba. William is currently visiting Sierra Leone assisting in establishing the transparent, accountable and practical ways in which the charity will operate. 





Consultant Dr (Mammy) Jenny Gibson





Legal advisor Sonia Oshu- Williams, Barrister in Freetown 





�HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofnixon.org.uk"�www.friendsofnixon.org.uk�


Our Website has been launched!  Please visit it for updates and further information.


 








The charity is being set up with the approval and support of both the Methodist Church in Sierra Leona and of the World Church Office in London, both of whom will be kept fully in the picture. 














